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Fitting The Living Stones Together—Part |

By Devern Fromke

Let us be honest. Our real problem in many churches
is that those who see themselves as the “most spiritual”
cannot work together. It is easy for such people to find
spiritual-sounding “reasons” for their private and inde-
pendent lifestyle. Yet the true reason they refuse to be
built together with others is that they love the subtle
preeminence which comes from their individualism.

Many Christians are delightful individuals, whose lives are well ordered. They are
conscientious about having an early morning quiet time and are earnest in witness
and ministry. They are exemplary individuals who evoke the commendation of
others. Yet, they remain individualists who cannot be “built” together with others.

Such people are precious stones who love to develop their own spiritual stature; so
precious, in fact, that they cannot be fitted together with common clay or stone. It
would seem that they are just too beautiful to be joined with others in one building,
so they remain individualists—lovely for display but no good for building. They are
more involved in their “own” spirituality than in building up others.

Full Stature Requires Relatedness

All of this is to emphasize: The full stature which God intends for each living stone
cannot be reached apart from a proper relatedness to the corporate stature of the body of
Christ. How this wounds our individualistic yearnings! God is not primarily after a
lot of separate stones, however polished and beautiful they may be. He wants a
complete spiritual house.
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This has been aptly illustrated by Watchman Nee:

One sister, speaking to me of another, said: “Oh, she’s such a pre- B

cious sister—so spiritual!”

When | asked more about her, she said: “Oh, she’s so humble, so
quiet, so gentle; | have never known her to be irritated.” And again she
added, “She’s so spiritual!”

“Who is she spiritual with?” | asked. “Is she an isolated spiritual
sister, or has her spirituality related her to others?”

“Well,” replied the sister, “singers who strike such high notes as
she find few who can sing with them.”

Alas, that sister was so spiritual that no one could be her spiritual
companion. Such a sister is all right for display purposes, but she is of no
use for building the church. The kind of sister needed in the church is
one who can have other living stones placed behind her and in front of
her; and to her left and her right; and above and below her. That is the
sort of Christian God is seeking today.

-In the Wonderful Name of Jesus, Pastor Bob and Susan Tilton
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Youth Talk
“Jeremiah 29:11”

“For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, says the Lord,

thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
-Jeremiah 29:11

As we read this Scripture, we find so much peace in knowing that our Lord thinks good thoughts
about us. He wants us to have a future and a hope. HE KNOWS the thoughts that He has
toward us... But do YOU KNOW the thoughts that He has toward you? Are you listening?

Psalms 139:17 — “How precious (Hebrew Strong’s definition number H3365 that means, “to be
heavy, valuable, be prized”) also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them!”

Psalms 40:5 — “Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders which You have done, And Your
thoughts toward us; There is none to compare with You. If | would declare and speak of them,
They would be too numerous to count.”

Our Father cannot stop thinking about us. His perfect plan for us is to be with Him forever!
The question is.... “What are your thoughts toward YOUR children?”

Think about that for a moment.... Do you KNOW your thoughts toward your children? We have
so much going on in our heads at times but do we recognize what our thoughts are?

sersteksksiokerskekokokok

Are there obstacles in your way? Let’s look at the Scripture that we were discussing last week dur-
ing our Youth Group meeting on Wednesday found in Proverbs 3:6, “In all your ways know and
acknowledge and recognize Him, and He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing
obstacles that block your way].”

1) In all our ways we are to KNOW Him—pray and have a deeper relationship with Him daily.

2) ACKNOWLEDGE Him—don't ignore Him when He leads you to do something. Pay at-
tention to Him and don’t ignore His promptings.

3) RECOGNIZE Him—His sheep know His voice. Do you recognize it?

We are to differentiate between the voices we hear and know their source. 2 Corinthians 10:5
— “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

What thoughts are we thinking?
- fLoYd and Michele Dotter

Sud cogd Sl i
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Church Sign

“An obstacle is something you see when you take your eyes off the goal.”

Recipe of the Month
“Lemon cheesecake with baked plums & blackberries”

Ingredients:
200g shortbread biscuits

25g butter, melted

600g full-fat cream cheese
75g golden caster sugar

4 large eggs

zest | large lemon

3 tsp vanilla extract

100ml soured cream

For the baked fruit

8 plums, halved, stone removed, then cut into wedges
300g blackberries

100g light muscovado sugar

Directions

Heat oven to 300 degrees. Line the base of a 22cm round, spring form tin with baking parchment. Put the
biscuits in a food processor and whizz to fine crumbs. Tip into a bowl, add the melted butter and mix well.
Press the biscuits into the base of the cake tin and put in the fridge to chill.

Beat together the cream cheese and sugar with an electric hand whisk until smooth. Carefully add the eggs,
one at a time with the lemon zest and vanilla extract until well mixed, but don’t over whisk. Pour the mix-
ture onto the chilled biscuit base and bake in the middle of the oven for 50 minutes until just set. Set aside
to cool for 10 minutes, then remove from the tin and allow to cool completely.

Meanwhile, turn the oven up to 400 degrees. Put the plums, blackberries and sugar in a large roasting tin
and toss together well. Bake in the oven for [0-12 minutes until the fruits have collapsed and the sauce is

syrupy. Remove from the oven and leave to cool.

When the cheesecake is completely cooled, spoon the soured cream over the top and spread in a thin layer.
Serve in wedges topped with some of the baked plums and blackberries, and the rest on the side.

Recipe from Good Food magazine, September 201 3.
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Faith Talk

Q: Why did the turtle cross the road?
A: To get to the Shell station!

Q: Why did the chicken scientist cross the road?

A: To invent the other side.

Q: Why did the chicken lawyer cross the road?
A: To corrupt the other side.

Q: Why did the chicken IRS representative cross the road?
A: To bankrupt the other side.

Q: Why did the chicken lawyer cross the road?
A: To get to the car accident on the other side.

Q: Why did chicken Jim Morrison cross the road?
A: To break on through to the other side.

Chillie’s Corner
“Questions and Answers”’

to chicken

This way

Bible Trivia—I Didn’t Know That!

A) Herod the Great ordered the deaths of boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who what?

B) Knowing of Herod’s plan,

an angel told Joseph to escape with Jesus to where?

C) Herod the Great's son, who ruled Judea in place of his father, was named what?

D) Herod Antipas, the one who had John the Baptist killed, was married to whom?

E) What was the job title of Herod Antipas?

F) Herod Antipas divorced his first wife to marry the wife of which half brother?

G) Herod Agrippa Ist had James, the brother of John, put to death by what?

H) Because Herod Agrippa did not give praise to God, he what?

) Who is named three times in the Bible as Herod Agrippa | I’s companion—who tradition says was his

sister?

(See page 6 for answers)
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1 Are You Following God’s Directions?

| Some people use a compass to figure out what direction they should go. But if you read Numbers 9:15-23
you will find that the children of Israel had something far better than a compass to guide them! God Himself
led the children of Israel where He wanted them to go. God caused a cloud to hang above the tabernacle of
Israel by day and it became a fire by night. Whenever the cloud moved, the children of Israel moved along
with it. Sometimes the could stayed in the same place for days, weeks, or months, but whenever it moved
in any direction, the people moved in that same direction.

Today, God still wants to lead His people. The Bible tells us two ways that God gives us His directions:
I. By His Holy Spirit - "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Romans 8:14).
2. By His Word (the Bible) - "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path" (Psalm 119:105).

God wants to lead you down His path for life.
The question is: ARE YOU FOLLOWING GOD'S DIRECTIONS?

GOD’S ROAD SIGNS
Match these road signs to the people or verse that best fits the situation.
“I am the way, and the truth and the life; No one comes to the Father but through me.”
“The way is narrow that leads to life.”
Some of the children of Israel wanted to return to Egypt.
“There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is a way of death.”
The Holy Spirit forbade Paul to go to Asia and preach the Gospel.

® @ A €

Jokes and Riddles

What is a baby's motto?
If at first you don't succeed, cry, cry again!

What did one fish say to the other fish?
"If you keep your mouth shut, you won't get caught!"

What do you get when you cross a dog and an elephant?
A very nervous mailman

What sound do porcupines make when they kiss?
"Ouch!"

I am found in the sea and on land, but | do not walk or swim.

|

|

[ | travel by foot but I'm toeless, and I'm never far from home. What am I?
| A snail
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Open the Window of Heaven

A Believer’s Notes
= — “ ‘Bring all the tithes (the tenth) into the storehouse, so that
- there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says
the LORD of hosts, ‘if | will not open for you the windows of
heaven and pour out for you [so great] a blessing until

there is no more room to receive it.” ”’
- Malachi 3:10 Amplified Bible (AMP)

How do we get on the road to increase! Through tithing!

Tithing is the covenant transaction that opens the door for God to be directly involved in our
increase. It is a two-way exchange in which we honor God by giving Him ten percent of our
income and He, in return, provides us with a “surplus of prosperity” (Deuteronomy 28:11). Tithing
is a matter of the heart. God looks on the heart. So if we tithe in faith as a genuine
expression of our love for God, we won’t miss out on the blessings of it! Remember to
honor God from your heart. Soon you'll enjoy the supernatural increase that God has promised
you!

Speak the word! “I bring my tithes into the storehouse. The Lord opens the windows of heaven
and pours me out a blessing so great that there is not room enough to receive it!” (Malachi 3:10)

Bible Trivia

-1 Didn’t Know That!
(From Page 4)

A) Were two years old & under D) Herodias G) The Sword
Matthew 2:16 Matthew 14:3-4 Acts 12:2

B) Egypt E) Tetrarch H) Was eaten by worms
Matthew 2:13 Luke 3:19 Acts 12:23

C) Archelaus F) Philip I) Bernice
Matthew 2:22 Matthew 14:3 Acts 25:23
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For You

Yes! This page is for YOU... yep, YOU!

Have you been thinking about submitting a
word of encouragement, a teaching, or
something spectacular that God has laid
on your heart, but you haven’t done it yet?

WHY??2?

See our Calendar in this edition of Faith Talk for your Article Due Date!

Please forward your submission via email to:
MickieCD@MSN.com, or give to Michele Dotter.

JESUS IS
MY
HEALER
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Kids’ Corner
John 9Amplified Bible (AMP)

Healing the Man Born Blind

9 While He was passing by, He noticed a man [who had been] blind from birth. 2His disciples asked Him,
“Rabbi (Teacher), who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” ?Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but it was so that the works of God might be displayed and
illustrated in him. * We must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; night is coming when no
one can work. *As long as | am in the world, | am the Light of the world [giving guidance through My word
and works].” ¢ When He had said this, He spat on the ground and made mud with His saliva, and He spread
the mud [like an ointment] on the man’s eyes. 7 And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
is translated, Sent). Sothe went away and washed, and came back seeing. #So the neighbors, and those who
used to know him as 4 beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” ’Some said, “It is he.” Still
others said, “No, but he looks like him.” But he kept saying, “I am the man.” '°So they said to him, “How
were your eyes opened?” '' He replied, “The Man called Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes and told
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So | went and washed, and | received my sight!” '>They asked him, “Where is
He?” He said, “l do not know.”

Controversy over the Man

'*Then they brought the man who was formerly blind to the Pharisees. '“Now it was on a Sabbath day that
Jesus made the mud and opened the man'’s eyes. '*So the Pharisees asked him again how he received his sight.
And he said to them, “He smeared mud on my eyes, and | washed, and now | see.” '®Then some of the
Pharisees said, “This Man [Jesus] is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner (a non-observant Jew) do such signs and miracles?” So there was a difference
of opinion among them. '” Accordingly they said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him, since
He opened your eyes?” And he said, “[It must be that] He is a prophet!”

'* However, the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
man’s parents. '* They asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? Then how does he now
see?” 2 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; ' but as to how he
now sees, we do not know; or who has opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him [and stop asking us]; he is
of age, he will speak for himself and give his own account of it.” 22 His parents said this because they were
afraid of [the leaders of] the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged Jesus to be
the Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue (excommunicated). * Because of this his parents said, “He is
of age; ask him.”

%80 a second time they called the man who had been [born] blind, and said to him, “Give God glory and
praise [for your sight]! We know this Man [Jesus] is a sinner [separated from God].” B Then he answered, “I
do not know whether He is a sinner [separated from God]; but one thing | do know, that though | was blind,
now | see.” So they said to him, “What did He [actually] do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He an-
swered, “l| already told you and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again and again? Do you want
to become His disciples, too?” * And [at that remark] they stormed at him and jeered, “You are His disciple,
but we are disciples of Moses!  We know [for certain] that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this Man,
we do not know where He is from.” ** The man replied, “Well, this is astonishing! You do not know where
He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes! *' We know [according to your tradition] that God does not
hear sinners; but if anyone fears God and does His will, He hears him. **Since the beginning of time it has
never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. ** If this Man were not from God, He
would not be able to do anything [like this because God would not hear His prayer].” ** They answered him,
“You were born entirely in sins [from head to foot], and you [presume to] teach us?” Then they threw him

oadedie AR S Al bbb o

out [of the synagogue].
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Kids’ Corner
“Jesus Heals the Blind Man

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

John 9
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Kids Corner
“Tithing”
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mental wellness.

4 cups nonfat yogurt, plain
| cup instant oats
Y2 cup nonfat milk

References:

release. | .pdf

Health Check

Healthy Aging® Month is an annual observance month designed to focus
national attention on the positive aspects of growing older. Think it's
too late to “reinvent” your-self? Think again. According to Carolyn
Worthington, editor-in-chief of Healthy Aging Magazine and executive
director of Healthy Aging, it's never too late to find a new career, a

new sport, passion or hobby.

Super Yogurt-packed with protein and fiber to keep you full and satisfied - Serves 4

| cup blueberries (or any kind of berries)

Worthington is the creator of $ mber is Healthy Aging Month, an annual health observance designed
to focus national afteéntion on the positive aspects of growing older. Now in its second decade, Worthing-

ton says September is Healthy Aging® Month provides inspiration and practical ideas for adults, ages 45-plus,
to improve their physical, mental, social and financial well being.

The numbers of people over 45 is growing every year. The attention used to be just on the baby boomers.
The generation x-ers are elbowing their way in and have many of the same interests as the previous
generation to stay active and vibrant as long as possible. There are over 76 million baby boomers today
| over 50 and the first of the 82.1 million generation x-ers are about to reach that mile-stone in 2015.

September is a perfect time to celebrate Healthy Aging Month since it is time when many people think
about getting started on new tasks after the summer. Drawing on the “back to school” urge embedded in
everyone from childhood, the observance month’s activities are designed to
rejuvenate and get going on positive measures that can impact the areas of physical, social, financial and

encourage people to

/2 cup almonds (can be substituted with other kind of nuts)

| orange, juiced

3 peaches, cubed (or any fruit you prefer)

http://www.fruitsandveggiesmorematters.org/main-recipes
http://healthyaging.net/healthy-lifestyle/september-is-healthy-aging-month/
http://healthyaging.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/20 1 4-September-is-Healthy-Aging-Month-news-

*These articles are for information purposes only and, as always,
consult with your doctor before assuming you have any condition.

Directions: Combine the milk, oats, yogurt and orange juice in a mixing bowl. Place in the refrigerator and
allow to sit for about | minute. Meanwhile, crush the almonds and place in a sauté pan. Toast over medium
heat until the aroma of the almonds begins to rise (about 5 minutes). Top the yogurt mixture with the
almonds, peaches, and blueberries. Stir thoroughly. Enjoy.

-Alisa Wetzig
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Joseph Prince
“Wisdom and Length of Days”

INVITE JESUS

TO TAKE CENTER
PLACE IN YOUR LIFE...

“Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who
gains understanding... Length of days is in her right hand,
in her left hand riches and honor. ”

-Proverbs 3:13, 16

The Bible tells us that Jesus is our wisdom (I Corinthians 1:30). And because we have Jesus as our wisdom,
we can be blessed with the two hands of wisdom. This means that riches and honor, as well as length of
days, belong to us!

Beloved, pursue Jesus as your wisdom and you will experience good success in every area of your life. For
example, if you are a business owner, depend on the Lord for His wisdom. Trust that the Lord will bless you
with the wisdom from heaven to come up with moneymaking or money-saving ideas.

When you pursue Jesus as your wisdom and walk in His wisdom, you will also enjoy length of days. Your life
will not be cut short due to foolish or wrong decisions. His wisdom will preserve you and cause you to live a
long and fulfilling life!

“Right Living is a Result of Right Believing”

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he... “
Proverbs 23:7

Preaching about right living will not result in long-lasting or permanent change in people’s behavior. It's time
for us to go after the root, and the root is not in preaching right living, but in preaching right believing.
Believe right and you will live right. The opposite is also true: Believe wrong and you will live wrong.

My friend, Christianity is not about behavior modification. It is about inward heart transformation. So start
addressing the root instead. Get hold of good teachings that are full of God’s grace and that reveal His
righteousness that comes by faith in Jesus.

When you are anchored on these unshakable foundations, your outward behavior will come in line with His
Word and you will begin to be transformed into His image from glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).

So today, meditate on God’s grace toward you and how you are made right by Jesus’ finished work on the
cross. You will produce the fruits of righteousness and reign in life!




Page 13 Faith Talk

Upcoming Events

Beautiful Shades

Just havin’ some fun!!

\

“ We Are Featfu(fy
And Wonderfully Made!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

On Saturday, September 19,2015 |
We will be discussing Eating Healthy Awareness Month!

If you have any questions, or need directions to our meeting,
please don’t hesitate to contact us at (843) 509-1653.

Thank you again for your prayers and support!

-Sheila Adams
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Sunday School Events

Children’s Sunday School
Ages 6-11

For the month of September, the children’s Sunday School class will be studying John chapter 9. The story
begins when Jesus was passing by a man who was blind from birth. His disciples thought this man or his
family must have sinned in their past, and the blindness was a result of this sin. Jesus’ response was,
“Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in
him,” John 9:3. How cool is that! God was going to use something bad (the man’s blindness) to show His
greatness through his healing.

Interestingly, when Jesus healed this blind man, He did not do a fancy prayer. He simply spat on the ground,
making a clay, anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, and told the man to wash in the pool of Siloam. A
simple act of the blind man’s obedience and believing was part of the completion of his healing. | wonder
what would have happened if he chose not to obey Jesus. The man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he
worshipped Him. As we have learned in this class before, the kids and all believers have the ability to heal
in the name of Jesus. Mark 16:17 and |8 says, “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink

| any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” Hallelujah!

: . . : \
| Later in the chapter, we see how the Jews and Pharisees still refused to believe that Jesus was the Son of
| God, even after the man admitted that Jesus “opened” his eyes. They proclaimed, “This man is not of God,

because he keepeth not the Sabbath day.” These men were so bound by the law, they could not see that
Jesus was the Son of God. They could “physically” see, but they were “spiritually” blind! We will be
learning that we are not bound to the Sabbath day law today, but that we must instead do the work of Him
who sent us. If we couldn’t do anything on the Sabbath, then we shouldn’t pray, go to church or minister to
others on Sunday!

Praise God that we are now free from the bondages of the law, and we are alive to reign with Christ Jesus!

- Rachel Ferguson

Miracles bigns

And Wonders

Men’s Sunday School

Join us for Men’s Sunday School, and let us dive into the Word of God together!
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Sunday School Events—Continued

Holy Spirit’s boldness in our witness.

Ladies Sunday School

We are in a new month with a new book. Unit |—Seeds of New Growth.
This unit places emphasis on Courage. This unit begins with Lesson I:
Praying for One Another. Lesson Scripture: Acts 4:23-31; Lesson
Focus: Pray for the Holy Spirit’s boldness in your witness. In this lesson
we will discuss why praying for boldness is important; discover how the early
Christians prayed for boldness in their witness and understand how praying for
boldness makes a difference in our witness. We will also learn to pray for the

“When we experience God in an intense way, one of the things we often

eventually receive is courage—the courage to tell others about God'’s grace and

mercy even when the rest of the world would just as soon dismiss or ignore it. SUND Y Sc 00
The early Christians remembered God’s faithfulness and His enemies, and that

motivated them to pray for greater boldness.” (Cook) We have to continue to
pray for boldness to spread the Word to everyone we meet. We should not| We look forward
' fear the outcome of witnessing nor fe:el that we ha.ve._ to see the outcome. God| 4, seeing you on
is responsible for what others do with the one giving the message God gave
them to share. Keep praying for America and its leaders; things will turn around
for the better. Remember, bold prayers honor God, and God honors bold
prayers. We cannot let obstacles such as fear, rejection, ridicule or persecution to keep us from praying
for the boldness to witness. Praying for boldness to witness changes our lives and those to whom we
witness. We can’t beat people over the head with our witness and we also can’t shy away from being a
witness especially in those situations that may be a little uncomfortable to witness. The man who plants
and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. For
we are God's fellow workers.—| Corinthians 3:8-9 (NIV) It is the mission of the Church to give
the whole Gospel to the whole world.—Anonymous

Sunday at 9:45am!

-Yolanda Wilson

June
Psalm 91:10 (KJV)

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling.

July
Psalm 91:11 (KJV)
For He shall give His angels charge over thee, to

keep thee in all thy ways.

August
Psalm 91:12 (KJV)

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest
thou dash thy foot against a stone.

September
Psalm 91:13 (K}V)

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the
young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample un-
der feet.
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Deepening our Relationship with Him...

Next deadline to submit articles is:
Wednesday, September |6th
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We’re on the Web!
www.shieldoffaithchurch.net

September 2015

Sunday Monday |Tuesday|Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 1 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Labor Day Family Night
13 14| 15 16 17 18 19
Grandparents Article
Day Deadline

Rosh Hashana

20 21| 22 23 24 25 26

International Fall Begins
Day of Peace Yom Kippur
27 2 8 29 30 ****Qur guest speaker, Lisa Paxton, will

be with us on October 11th, 2015 and our

missionary, Adam Fowler from Peru, will
be joining us and speaking on October

Sukkot 18th, 2015 - both at the 11:00am service.




